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The Funds of Knowledge concept is tied to previous discussions about cultural diversity, culturally responsive teaching, multicultural learning, demographic inequities, translanguaging, using the full linguistic repertoire, culturally relevant lesson plans, understanding the cultural landscape of the classroom, and the idea that everyone is a learner. The importance of tapping into the Funds of Knowledge speaks to the importance of diversity and inclusion.  By learning about the students’ Funds of Knowledge, we can motivate and facilitate student learning, remove stereotypes, and promote awareness, understanding, and respect for others.  
The Enigma Mission project was fascinating to watch.  It is such a powerful strategy.  You could see the passion they had in what they were researching, how it generated positive results, and how it shaped their outlook on the subjects.  They will likely apply this approach to other new phenomena in life. It’s probably something they could benefit from throughout their lives.  I can remember similar assignments that had a lasting impression on me.  It starts with providing them a choice and providing them ownership of their assignment.  The students are automatically engaged. Collaboration, connecting with the local community, and demonstrating/sharing results can also make this a win-win project for the group. 
I can see the Enigma Mission perhaps used later in the course, after initial exercises to get to know the students. Cultural memoirs (oral or written family stories) or a cultural collage would be an excellent icebreaker. Students can be asked about their interests and hobbies, favorite sports, or travels.  In the meantime, the instructor can gauge areas of skill or needed improvement to provide creative assignments like the Enigma Mission.   
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Hi Star - I agree with you about how powerful the Enigma Mission assignment proved to be.  I think about the girl who researched autism.  She talked about one of her family members being autistic.  That is what made her curious and drove her motivation.  I think that is the key, allowing them that choice.  We all have things that seem fuzzy or know little about.  The speaker in one of the videos talked about "intrinsic motivation."  I think allowing her that selection led to her intrinsic motivation, her passion to build on her knowledge of funds, and ultimately to learn and grow.   
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H Michelle - I reflect on my own job and personal life.  I don't do it as much as I should but I find the enigma strategy is so powerful. I think it is applicable to so many things in our daily lives.  I think people who take this approach and deep dive things they don't know are so admirable, intelligent, and enriched.  I think the enigma strategy touches on the essence of higher learning, discovering the unknown, seeking truths, and the advancement of knowledge.  It strikes me how effective this strategy is and how it relates to the overall goals of education. 

