Week 4 Questions
Week 4 Questions
 Choose two and post your answers in Week 4 discussion forum.
1. If you are a proficient speaker of another language (or have studied another language), describe what would be typical difficulties in pronouncing English sounds for the speakers of that language.
2. The sound and spelling of English do not match exactly. For example the sound /sh/ like the one in the word shirt can be spelled 14 different ways. What are these fourteen different ways? Try not to google the answer!
3. If you are working on your answers later in the week, the spelling of /sh/ may be exhausted, so you can work on finding out five (or more ways) the sound /k/ is spelled.
4. What are the best strategies to teach English pronunciation to English learners? What are some factors to keep in mind?
Due date(s): July 16 and  July 20,  2025 respectively.


If you are a proficient speaker of another language (or have studied another language), describe what would be typical difficulties in pronouncing English sounds for the speakers of that language.

I don’t know if I’m proficient but I am a life-long student of Japanese.  It seems to me that understanding what difficulties there would be in pronouncing English sounds for anyone is simply a matter of examining what sounds do not exist in the language of that speaker.  For native Japanese speakers, there are many sounds like that in English.  

Most notably, is the challenge of distinguishing between “l” and “r” sounds. This is because Japanese speakers do not distinguish between these sounds.  Conversely, English speakers have difficulty with the comparable sound found in Japanese. 

One only needs to look at the Japanese alphabet and realize that most sounds require a vowel sound following a consonant sound.  This makes it challenging to produce English words ending with a consonant, as well as, consonant clusters that combine consonants without a vowel.  The voiced or voiceless “th” sound also is not found in Japanese.  

My favorite example is the short “a” sound in “cat.”  It is a vowel sound not found in Japanese and the word “cat” ends with a consonant.  I also like the “er” digraph.  It has a vowel followed by a consonant, which does not exist in Japanese.  I think these sounds require considerable practice and training.  
