The submissions for this assignment are posts in the assignment's discussion. Below are the discussion posts for Earle Oda, or you can view the full discussion.
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Earle Oda
1. Why is it important to look beyond the “single story” that Chimamanda Adichie describes?
· How does this concept apply to our understanding of students?
· Why is it essential to know and honor our students’ stories and lived experiences?
A single story is just that.  It is just one view.  It is the reason why diversity is important.  Being diverse and inclusive exposes viewpoints of people with different values, backgrounds, and experiences.  It is so easy to fall into the “single story” trap and assume that one’s view is the only story or only view.  I strongly believe in the importance of hearing other viewpoints and comparing them with one’s own. One story will skew understanding and fosters stereotypical thinking.
· To me, we must listen to our students. Like us, they have different views. Understanding their views might help explain their performance, mannerisms, and behavior.  We have to look beyond our own story and eliminate false judgments and perceptions. 
· Knowing and honoring students’ stories and lived experiences creates a better framework and perspective for our teaching methodologies. It brings our diversity lens into focus. It helps us avoid false assumptions of who they are.
 
2. How does knowing our students—their backgrounds, identities, and cultures—help us design curriculum that is culturally responsive?
· Consider the role of representation, relevance, and connection in student learning.
To me, cultural responsiveness is about tailoring the curriculum to the uniqueness of the students.  It is about affirming their cultural backgrounds and presenting content in a manner that encourages cooperative relationships, enhances understanding, and reduces affective filters for acquisition.             
· Incorporating representation, relevance, and connection helps students with the learning process. However, I think instruction should be balanced and inclusive of various cultural perspectives.  Students need to see different stories.
3. Describe two tangible tasks or activities you could incorporate into your planning that:
a) Help students embrace and celebrate their own ethnicity, race, and culture, and
b) Raise awareness and appreciation for the ethnicity, race, and culture of others.
· When I observed an ESL class last quarter, the instructor taught sentence patterns using names in their own culture. When teaching a particular grammatical pattern, he used examples of food they normally eat – tacos, burritos, etc.  He used their names in examples vs. English names.
· In my Japanese reading & writing class, I had my (English speaking students) read all 50 states written in Japanese. That is, I used place names they were all familiar with to help them practice reading and writing the alphabet. 
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Earle Oda
Hi Xiaoyan,
I am intrigued by your opening statement - The “single story” that Chimamanda Adichie describes is a phenomenon that has been prevalent throughout human history. A stereotype is assumed to safely match a particular group of people because the stereotype is so classic and sometimes the only source of understanding of the specific group of people due to ignorance or arrogance.
I've often wondered how people in communist countries view democratic societies if they are only exposed to a single story about how democracies function and if that is all they have been taught.  Isn't this true about people everywhere, regardless of where they are and where they grew up, unless they venture outside of their pond and take in the view above their forest. To your point, I wonder if that phenomenon is something that inevitably happens and emphasizes the need to be learners (as pointed out in the other TED talk) and more culturally responsive. Even Chimamanda Adichie experienced it in Mexico. We all have to open ourselves to other stories.
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Earle Oda
Hi Alexandra,
Your statement about not jumping to conclusions particularly resonates with me.  I think about all the times that I do.  I think about the word, "judging."  I think it has become a popular expression in recent years especially among younger generations, probably because I believe our society has undergone changes over the last few decades. Yes, judging is something so easy to do and yet it speaks to the danger of a single story. It is not only about one's cultural identity.
As a runner, it happens to me once in a while.  Once, I was in a bus taking us to the start line of a marathon (maybe the Vancouver Marathon).  It was full of runners.  An older guy about my age was sharing what he knew about marathons and giving advice to some young, beginner runners.  Despite my initial judgments about him, I later learned he has run over 200 marathons (I have run 99).  He later became a friend of mine and he is a very nice guy. I know there are some amazing people out there.  When I think about what I have experienced, it is nothing compared to what some people have achieved.  I learned to be humble and try to be less judgmental.  You cannot judge people without knowing anything about them.  

