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I have created a running list of methods, strategies, and concepts that have resonated with me during this course.  I hope to maintain, develop, and update this list throughout my TESOL courses and career. 

During this course, we have been exposed to a variety of methods, learning models, teaching strategies, techniques, and tools.  As noted in many of the readings and videos, ESL pioneers have come up with their own beliefs and epiphanies over time. It became clear to me that no one method or strategy is better than the others. Yet, there are good points about all of them.  Some have resurged in popularity as methods of choice (D. Larsen-Freeman and M. Anderson. 2016, p. 35).  I have resonated with advantages and benefits of different models.  Some even contradict. I think my own teaching method and activities should draw from a variety of methods, strategies, and concepts, just as students come from a variety of backgrounds, ability levels, and strengths. I believe learners develop their language skills through a variety of inputs and teaching should take a comprehensive approach.

In addition to the list of Methods/Strategies/Concepts listed below, I have resonated with some of the following sample ideas:
2. Ss must ‘over learn’ so responses are automatic.  
4. Language is a habit; repetition is vital. 
5. Ss need meaningful practice rather than repetition – I feel strongly about 2, 4, and 5.  Repetition will facilitate memorization and learning. It will help generate automatic responses.
8. Errors are important & necessary for learning; they show T what Ss need to work on – I remember mistakes I made almost 50 years ago and how I was corrected.  We all learn from errors.
9. Language is for both communicating and doing; Classroom tasks must have clear outcomes. – By being cognizant of expected outcomes, classroom tasks can be arranged with the goal of achieving those outcomes.
10. Ss undivided attention is key to their learning; it is T’s job to get that attention. – I agree.  I believe the teacher’s job is to present language learning activities in a creative and motivating way.
14. T’s praise and positive reinforcement help students develop good habits. – Praise and positive reinforcement work well for me.  It provides feedback to the learner and enhances learning.  

There are too many other tips, tools, and lesson learned from this course to mention here but I hope to build and continuously improve the OCD Method.
      
METHODS / STRATEGIES / CONCEPTS
1. Audio-Lingual Method – focusing on language structure, building blocks of sounds, articulation, sentence patterns, substitution “drills,” dialogue
2. Desuggestopedia – focusing on positive reinforcement, gentle correction, vocabulary
3. Bloom’s taxonomy of Cognitive Processes - (1) knowledge, (2) comprehension, (3) application, (4) analysis, (5) evaluation, and (6) creation – need to be mindful of these processes with any planning flipping activities. Students need to demonstrate their need to know, comprehend, apply, analyze, evaluate, and create.  
4. Silent Way – focusing on discovery vs. repetition, problem-solving 
5. TPR (total physical response) – focusing on physical movement, verbal inputs, reducing student inhibitions, lowering the affective filter, logical order progression, mimicking natural language acquisition, songs, parts of the body
6. Grammar Translation Method – focusing on writing, grammar, vocabulary, translation (dual language)
7. Direct Method – focusing on target language use, oral skills, inductive learning, visuals
8. Sheltered Instructional Observation Protocol (SIOP) – for lesson planning; 8 components - Lesson Preparation, Building Background, Comprehensible Input, Strategies, Interaction, Practice/Application, Lesson Delivery, Review and Assessment 
9. Understanding by Design (UBD) – lesson plan template for teaching new language concepts – 3 stage: presentation, practice, production
10. Assessments – utilize dictation, cloze tests, multiple-choice tests, strip stories, role plays, writing samples, informal assessments (exit slips, photo capture, thumbs up/down
11. KWL Chart – possibly used with the Audio-Lingual Method and possibly used at the beginning of a course
12. TBL (task-based learning) – pre-task, task, review. Use this in lesson and content planning.
13. Kolb’s Experiential Learning Cycle – Learning activities can cater to different learning styles depending on how tasks are approached and the emotional responses - reflective (watching/doing) & emotional (thinking/feeling).
14. 8 Distinct Intelligences (and Activities) – I am drawn to visual/spatial; interpersonal; and verbal/linguistic.
15. Specially Designed Academic Instruction (SDAIE) – used as a transitioning bridge for limited proficiency students to move forward and placement in mainstream classrooms. Strategies include: brainstorming, graphic organizers, learning logs, comprehension checks, cooperative activities.



REFERENCES

Larsen-Freeman, D., Anderson, M. 2016. Techniques & Principles in Language Teaching, p. 35. New York: Oxford University Press.
