The submissions for this assignment are posts in the assignment's discussion. Below are the discussion posts for Earle Oda, or you can view the full discussion.
from Discussion 1-Ally, Advocate, and Co-Conspirator
Apr 19, 2025 8:25PM
Earle Oda
After listening to the Bettina Love clip, I believe the three terms are separated by the level of conviction and action one takes to support a cause. It is a progression in the level of commitment.  In my mind, an ally is someone who may be different in some way but generally shares similar views and is supportive of the other’s causes.  An advocate seems like someone who ACTIVELY and outwardly supports or promotes (“advocates”) one’s causes.  He/she speaks out in favor of one’s causes.  A co-conspirator seems to be someone who goes beyond just making a statement about it.  The co-conspirator takes active measures to defend the cause, make a difference, and commit to a principle.  The co-conspirator walks the walk and talks the talk.  The co-conspirator is the ultimate ally.  As Ms. Love stated, he/she risks oneself in support of the cause.   
A conspiracy is a secret plan to do something unlawful or harmful.  Whereas an ally or advocate might simply lend. Verbalize, or demand support of social justice, a co-conspirator would have a much greater impact on ensuring fairness and equality.  Both may have the same intentions but the co-conspirator is the one actually in the arena whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood. The co-conspirator goes one step farther than allies and advocates. 
While I am a proponent of social justice, this is a tough question.  How far does one go to advance causes, be allies, or right wrongs?  Should we be risk-taking co-conspirators or even take sides as allies or advocates?  Do affirmative action policies create reverse discrimination?  I don’t really know. If we support Ukraine’s sovereignty, do we fly off to Ukraine to join in the battle?  I know some have. If we had the child of Juan Abrego Garcia in our classroom, how far do we go to support his cause?  Do we truly know his situation?  Should we participate in a protest of his deportation?
At a time when DEI programs are being deemed as wasteful, maybe it is time to move the risk needle to the right and take action for promoting social justice in the classroom.  As a future teacher, however, I believe being culturally responsive and responsible (listening, learning, understanding) toward all groups is the least and first thing I can do to advance social justice.    
from Discussion 1-Ally, Advocate, and Co-Conspirator
Apr 20, 2025 7:13AM
Earle Oda
Hi Amir - it was interesting to read your comments.  I was pleasantly surprised to read of the diversity requirement.  It's interesting because the White House is "ending radical and wasteful government DEI programs and preferencing." Perhaps, you could have selected a different course not related to the Middle East, to further your journey on the diversity continuum.  Like you, I have the same question about how far a teacher goes to support a cause when equity and impartiality are expected of the instructor.
from Discussion 1-Ally, Advocate, and Co-Conspirator
Apr 20, 2025 7:21AM
Earle Oda
Hi Xiaoyan - you bring up some excellent points.  Thank you for emphasizing the teacher as a role model.  A teacher can be someone students look up to.  It's an important concept.  We have to be mindful of our behavior, our words, and our views.  In a way, we are leaders and as you say, have the power to make a difference.  I like your mention of empathy; I did as well.  Perhaps modeling inclusive behavior is our best way as instructors to be co-conspirators of social equity

