The submissions for this assignment are posts in the assignment's discussion. Below are the discussion posts for Earle Oda, or you can view the full discussion.
from 😄Week 1 Discussion ( 1st post due by Wednesday)
Jan 22, 2025 7:17PM
Earle Oda
Hi Classmates!
I am Earle Oda.  I live in Seattle, WA.  I look forward to learning TESOL methods along with you. 
· What are your professional objectives? 
I am slowly inching toward the end of my career at Boeing and am hoping to teach Japanese to English speakers and English to speakers of other languages in my retirement. 
· Why are you taking this course?
I currently teach Beginning Conversational Japanese at a local college in their Continuing Education program.  It is a lot of fun.  I was an Education major many years ago in college.  So, I am circling back to what I originally intended to do with my life.  I am enrolled in this program to prepare me for my post-retirement endeavors.  Teaching is fun.  I enjoy seeing light bulbs turn on and knowing I was able to teach them something they had not known before. I want to always strive to be a better teacher.  This course will guide me in that direction.     
· Have you taken the introduction course yet? OR, are you taking this class without getting the certificate?
I took the introduction course in Fall.  I hope to earn my certificate someday.  This is my first course requirement.  I am eager to take each class and pick up ideas, techniques, and tips to put into practice. 
· Do you have any questions?
I know this was covered in the introduction course but I wanted to clarify the observation requirement for this course.  Are we to observe just one class session OR multiple classes?  I’m sure it will be explained in more detail. 
· Can you recall a teacher that you had in middle or high school? (a successful teacher).  What do you remember about that teacher that made them effective?
The teacher I always talk about was one in college.  I had placed into a 2nd level Japanese course to fulfill my language requirement.  I had no intention of pursuing Japanese studies.  However, this teacher inspired me to further my studies and take advance classes.  It became my major, led me to study in Japan, and impacted the rest of my life.  I don’t know what inspired me but I remember that she always had a smile.  She was courteous, humble, and encouraging.  I always tell my students that my goal is to be that teacher to them. 
from 😄Week 1 Discussion ( 1st post due by Wednesday)
Jan 22, 2025 7:34PM
Earle Oda
Hi Rebecca - thank you for sharing the Love Bucks story.  It is a good reminder that teaching is not just about sharing content or teaching the subject matter but that making the educational process a fun, enjoyable, creative, and interesting exercise is important and effective.  
from 😄Week 1 Discussion ( 1st post due by Wednesday)
Jan 22, 2025 8:03PM
Earle Oda
Hi Donna-Mae,
Yes, there seems to be a common theme amongst many of the introductions here.  The most memorable teachers are the ones who were creative, passionate, and made learning fun.  Being motivated about what one is teaching and how it is taught must surely have a positive effect on how students learn.  It's a good reminder to bring that enthusiasm to each class.  
from 😄Week 1 Discussion ( 1st post due by Wednesday)
Jan 23, 2025 7:36PM
Earle Oda
Hi Gisela,
I like the way you talk about your interest in increasing your understanding of language acquisition.  That is, you are interested in better understanding the education process from the student's perspective vs. focusing on only the teaching aspect.  That makes perfect sense and you are putting yourself in the students' shoes.  I can see how better understanding language acquisition will help one become a better teacher.
from 😄Week 1 Discussion ( 1st post due by Wednesday)
Jan 25, 2025 8:49AM
Earle Oda
Hi Kayoko-san.  I am sorry I have not kept in touch.  I procrastinated too long.  I will write to you offline and practice my Japanese.  Your introduction is amazing.  I wish my Japanese was at your level.
I look forward to being partners in this course.  I'm sure you won't have any problems but feel free to reach out about anything.  I will do the same.
I am so excited about my upcoming trip to Japan!
Haruki

