The submissions for this assignment are posts in the assignment's discussion. Below are the discussion posts for Earle Oda, or you can view the full discussion.
from Discussion 1-Religious Interview
May 9, 2025 7:30PM
Earle Oda
1. What drew you to your religion?
 My parents – I got baptized when I born and raised as a Christian Catholic by my parents and church.
Like her, I think about how all of us are exposed or not exposed to certain religious beliefs when we are brought into this world, depending on how we are raised and who raised us.  My parents were Buddhists and made us go to Buddhist Sunday School every week. My children grew up going to Christian Sunday School.  Regardless, as we get older, we begin to develop our own beliefs and make our own decisions.  We are influenced by what we learn and experience in life.   
2. What are core beliefs or rituals (e.g., communion)?
It’s a belief that I live close to God.
This is a very general response and was hoping for more substance.  I often hear athletes thanking God for successful outcomes during competition.  I often hear about God’s “plan.”  It makes me wonder to what extent such athletes believe such outcomes are simply pre-determined or how much they believe their faith impacts their level of effort.  I’m sure prayers provide some level of spiritual inspiration, focus, and encouragement. 
3. How religious do you consider yourself?
I am very faithful Christian, I may not support all the religious things though.
I totally understand and agree with the idea that nobody is perfect.  However, I often think about how some Christians interact with others at times, how they behave in society, and how they seemingly lead their lives in a manner that seem contrary to their core beliefs.  Is repentance and forgiveness sometimes viewed as a convenient way to cope with one’s imperfections? Her response leads me to realize and conclude that regardless of one’s religion, there are different levels of faith, everyone is different, and everyone has their own view of their religion.  I suppose I am no different. 
4. How does your faith shape your daily life or work?
Really added a strong backbone in my daily life.
She lives close to God and her faith serves as a strong backbone.  I’m not very clear on how it shapes her daily life or work.  Does it inspire her?  Does it give her confidence?  Does she seek guidance from God? Does it allow her to live more positively.  I’m not sure and I’m not sure she is fully aware of how it shapes her daily life.   
5. How does your denomination differ from others or Christianity in general?
 As a Catholic, in my understanding, there are some differences in the values.
Her response leads me to believe she is not exactly sure of the differences or that she just can’t articulate it.  Did she explore other denominations?  Did she ever step back and researched it or compared what best fit her views? I am fascinated by the vast number of denominations and was curious how their beliefs differed.  It certainly is not clear in my mind and maybe it’s a research project for the future. 
6. What challenges do you face related to your religion?
Not aware of any which affects me directly
I was hoping to hear if there were any situations where she was not fully receptive about certain beliefs or practices.  She did say earlier that she does not “support all the religious things.”  What could those be? Or does her church require commitments or expect things of her greater than she is willing to accept? 
7. How does your church or faith view LGBTQ+ topics?
I never heard about they speak on this topic in public. For me, I do have my own views on this topic.
Without further explanation, it’s difficult to know what her views are on this topic.  A few days ago, I was traveling and chose to view the movie, “Conclave" on the airplane.  It was so educational, eye-opening, and pertinent to this question.  It made me think about what sort of discussions were taking place within the confines of the Sistine Chapel?  Did this topic ever come up as part of the decision-making process for the next Pope? 
8. How do you feel about religious diversity in schools?
Diversity in general is always good. Religious diversity, if it’s not extreme, it’s Ok.
She obviously holds a liberal viewpoint about diversity.  I don’t know what she means by “extreme” but she stops short of advocating complete diversity.  Too much diversity or too much of a certain religion? Freedom of religion is protected by the First Amendment of our Constitution.  Yet, defunding diversity and inclusion programs is a contentious issue these days.  I think we need to welcome all religious backgrounds in the classroom.  
9. As a parent, how important is it for your children to share the same religion?
It’ll be good to see them growing in same religion. If they choose differently, it wont hurt my feelings.
As a fellow parent, I share her view, not just with religion but any of their aspirations in life.  I go one step further to say that I have no preference about their religious views, whether it’s the same as mine or not.  I see it as a natural part of life’s yearning to understand life itself.  
10. Have you ever experienced harassment for your religious beliefs?
No
Short and sweet.  I asked this question because I know she was raised in India.  Almost 80% of the people in India are Hindu and another 14% are Islamic.  Being a Catholic definitely means she was a minority.  I went to Buddhist Sunday School but had to say “under God” every morning at school.  I think about how religious persecution, discrimination, and bias are huge issues in parts of the world. 
 
My biggest takeaway from this exercise is that having a faith or being religious can mean different things to different people.  It is not 100% black or white.  Pope Leo XIV knew he wanted to be a Pope at a young age.  Not everyone and probably very few have that ambition.  Like the person I interviewed, people have different levels of belief. Therefore, knowing that someone associates themselves with a certain religion doesn’t mean that person can be judged in a specific way.  I think this goes back to motivating ourselves as instructors to understand our students and their backgrounds, and making a continuous effort to learn about their beliefs and appreciating them.  
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Hi Alexandra - I like your choice of questions - the attire, phrases, holidays, etc.  As I read the responses, one thought that passed through my mind was something I questioned for a while.  This student speaks of the "Lord" as "Him" - a masculine figure referred to with masculine pronouns.  Even pictures depict Got that way. I believe Christianity does the same.  Yet, I think of God as a being flawless and unhuman-like.  I always wondered why we can't refer to God as "she" or "her," maybe as "they" or some other unique, genderless pronoun.
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Hi Ilda - I find the term "saved" quite interesting.  I often wonder what people specifically do when they pray, in any religion?  For Christians, is it a moment to give glory to God?  Are they seeking guidance?  Are they hoping for favorable outcomes for something?  What are they communicating with God?  Does it vary by person?  I think about the word "meditate" in the same way.  What do people think about when they meditate?  Do they try to empty their minds of thought?  

