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Things to NoticeASSESSMENT / STUDENT UNDERSTANDING  
 
   Comprehension check?
	Clarity of presentation?
	  OK to ask questions?
Informal understanding assessed? Higher order thinking used? Assessments evident?
Formal or Informal assessment?
Ongoing assessments?
LEARNER/ ENGAGEMENT 
Motivated/bored?
Enthusiastic?
  Group work? Pair work?
 Talk encouraged?
Teacher centered? Student centered?

MATERIALS
Paper?
  Board & markers?
     Interesting realia?
          Visuals?
  Posters? 
    Technology?






TEACHING

        Error correction? 
Feedback?            
          Enthusiastic?
Quality of student teacher relationship?
             Gestures?
                 Voice?
Pacing of lesson?
            
 



STRATEGIES 
Modeling?
Clarifying?
Repetition of words? 
Clear directions? 
Scaffolding?
Building background? 
Making real life connections?
Realia?


LESSON
Lesson plan evident?	 Objectives & learning goals obvious/ stated?
   Clear understandable opening hook? Motivating topic?	       Phases of lesson evident? Direct instruction? Scaffolding of ideas? Transition between activities? 

     Closing review 
   
	











CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT
     Pair work & group work vs. whole class work?
        Furniture arrangement & use of walls/space?
	Teacher does most of the talking? Or, student centered?
Transition and pacing of lesson?
		   Students move around class? Conversation encouraged?
		      Physical comfort (temp., air, lights)?
Visual support on walls? Low/ High stress environment? 
















Observation Report 


Report



**The recommended observation time is 25 – 50 minutes

Name: Earle Oda

Class: TESOL Methods: Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking

Date: February 19, 2025

In- person or online: IN-PERSON

Class subject observed:  ELA 26 Level 2 Grammar/Writing Support

Class level: 2

Teacher’s name: Jaehan Park

URL if online: N/A

Amount of time in observation: 1 hour & 50 minutes (5:30 PM to 7:20 PM)




General General Notes While Observing 




Please use the Things to Notice sheet for guidance during observations 

TAKE NOTES HERE: Pay particular attention to: 


· Learner Engagement:
· Students were motivated; teacher was enthusiastic; mostly group work; no pair work; responses were encouraged; definitely teacher centered

· Assessment / Student Understanding:
· Comprehension checks in place; explanations were somewhat clear; students were comfortable asking questions; there were informal assessments for understanding; not much in terms of higher order thinking – maybe due to the students’ level; more informal than formal assessment

· Strategies:
· Modeling used to scaffold learning; drills were repetitive and reinforced learning; instructions were clear; emphasis on making real life connections

· Lesson:
· Teacher acknowledged that lesson plan was not used; no opening hook; students seemed naturally motivated; there were no clear transitions between drills; no closing review

· Teaching:
· Error correction very direct; student-teacher relationship very good; good projection of voice; fast-paced

· Materials:
· Great use of technology; minimal visuals or posters, handout used for drills

· Classroom Management:
· Group work used mainly; individual in-class drill exercises; furniture and arrangements comfortable, relaxed; teacher led vs. student centered; no physical movement; no lags in pace; 10-minute break taken


Answer the questions below in essay form. UNDER each question. This paper must be typed.
Learning Strategies

1. What did you learn about teaching from this observation?
 Include at least one in – text citation from the class readings or text to support your response. Is there something that was particularly useful in this lesson? Was there clear evidence of questioning and student understanding? Were the learning goals and objectives clearly reviewed and evident? Please give examples and specific details (150-300 words)

I learned the importance of the teacher’s role.  Although English was a second language for this teacher, he exuded confidence, projected his voice, spoke clearly, showed enthusiasm and passion, and rewarded students with compliments.  He kept things moving along at a good pace.  Students were kept on their toes.  He had a smile on his face and a laugh in his voice.  He was very encouraging of the students.  Through his upbeat nature, students were subjected to a low affective filter, had less anxiety, and were more apt to language acquisition (Larsen-Freeman, Anderson, 2016.).  

Although course goals and objectives are outlined in the school’s course description, it is very generic.  I asked the instructor if he used lesson plans.  He said he has developed his materials over a long period of time and did not have detailed lesson plans for that lesson.  A handout was used for the grammar drills.  Although the handout contained instructions on how to complete the drills, I felt more explanation could have been provided to explain the objectives of each drill in more detail.  For example, he could have explained, “For these next set of drills, we will learn when to use “do,” “does,” and “is” correctly for questions about the weather.

2. What have you learned from this observation that relates to your current TESOL class? Discuss two strategies from your current course work and readings that were evident in this lesson. Was there a section where learner engagement and student understanding could be improved? (100- 200 words)
I thought the instructor used meaningful examples well, maybe a form of realia.  He substituted actual students’ names (e.g., Raj, Hector) to make them more meaningful.  He made the students feel at ease, using greetings in their own language (e.g., Bon soir). He used words they could relate to (e.g., tamales instead of hamburgers).  He used substitution well (e.g., replacing tamales with coffee).  

The teacher was definitely using components of the Grammar Translation Method and the Audio-Lingual Method.  During his drills, the instructor would constantly ask the students to identify parts of speech (e.g., Is it a noun?  A verb? An adjective? The object of the sentence?).  Through repetition and reinforcement, students were learning grammatical structures both inductively and deductively.

Connecting to TESOL Classwork

3. Discuss in detail the classroom management of this particular lesson. (75-150 words)
The teacher did most of the talking and guided the teaching.  It was not student centered. The desks were designed for pair work but activities were mainly done as a group with the whole class.  The temperature, lights, and air were all physically comfortable.  Students remained in their seats without any physical movement.  There was almost zero visual support on the walls.  The one exception was a poster – Helpful Phrases in the Classroom: 
· Can you repeat that phrase? 
· Please repeat. 
· Excuse me. 
· Can you speak slower? 
· Can you spell that? 
· I don’t understand.
· Can I borrow a pencil? Some paper?
· I was absent yesterday.
· What was the homework?
· I will be absent tomorrow.
· Thank you.
However, I don’t know if the poster was intended for this class or another ELA class.  It was off to the side.  


4. Were there informal assessments during this lesson that prove understanding and clarity on the part of the student? Describe these assessments in detail. Were they stressful? What would you add to these assessments if you were the teacher? (100-200 words)
Yes, there were informal assessments used during this lesson.  The teacher’s favorite method for checking comprehension was to ask the class, “Do you understand?” However, I don’t know if it was intended as an assessment, as English was the teacher’s second language. Informal assessments were built into his teaching style and the lessons as well.  Exercises were done as a group.  He would sometimes provide the answer or ask the class if a given answer was correct.  For a few of the exercises, he would do a couple of the questions as a group, sharing the answers with the class on the screen.  Then, he would ask the class to complete the rest (5-7) questions on their own.  To me, these served as informal “pop quiz” assessments, not formal, graded assessments.    Such checks were not stressful at all. I would have possibly added thumbs up/down, a show of hands, or ask the class more often (maybe after each exercise) to see if anybody had any questions. 

Things to Remember 

5. Is there something from this observation that really stands out? Give two or more examples and justify your reasoning. (100-250 words)
This methods course is my first core course.  I realized there is much to gain from the other core courses.  

The biggest takeaway for me from this observation was the teacher’s use of technology.  He used Google Docs for his lessons, projected from his laptop onto a large screen through Zoom, logged in with his iPad to the Zoom session, and used a stylus to scribble answers which overlayed in blue font.  He also used a headphone with a microphone.  The volume was noticeably higher than his normal voice.  He used a laser pointer as well.  The teacher also shared that he records the lessons and makes them available for students.  It also allows him to conduct lessons remotely, if needed.  

I also realized that we have been covering concepts, methods, and strategies in this course.  This was a “boots on the ground” on-the-job training session for me.  Even though English was a second language for the teacher, he was a seasoned instructor.  He said he has been doing this for 25 years.  I learned that understanding methods and strategies are wonderful but actual teaching will require hours of preparation and planning.  As a native speaker of English, I was amazed at things I didn’t know about English is taught, how grammar is explained, etc.  He was teaching them subject-verb agreement and explaining when to use “do” vs. “does.” I have much to learn about teaching English grammar to ESL students.

Current Classwork- Methods course

6. What teaching methods did the teacher use? Were the methods student centered? What method would you use to enhance the lesson you observed. Give specific examples of the methods and the techniques you would use to improve this lesson.   (100- 250 words)
“Scaffolding” was not a strategy I picked up in the course.  It can include a variety of activities and the definition seems quite inclusive. Among other things, it is a concept in which the teacher provides temporary support initially and gradually withdraws from that support (“Scaffolding,” n.d.).  The teacher went over a number of grammar exercises.  He used modeling and substitution drills effectively.  He also used realia.  He used actual names of students, substituting synonyms (e.g., “enjoy” for “like”), and asking students for examples of what they liked.  By working drills together initially, students could get a feel for the correct answers and build on them confidently on their own.  As the students worked the drills individually, the teacher would go around the room to correct answers.  

While the teacher did well to create a low-stress environment and students shouted out answers freely, some students were more vocal than others.  I would do informal checks with the quieter ones to engage them to informally evaluate all students.  
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