The submissions for this assignment are posts in the assignment's discussion. Below are the discussion posts for Earle Oda, or you can view the full discussion.
from Week 5 Questions and Graded Discussion
Jul 20, 2025 8:14PM
Earle Oda
3. Specify a grammatical principle that you believe you follow in your own speech and writing, and whose violation sounds wrong to you in the speech and writing of others. For example, some people feel very strongly about the use of “can” to ask for permission, or the use of “real” as an adverb etc.?
The first thing that came to mind was the response to "thank you."  "Your welcome" is definitely a grammatical violation. Apparently, "you're welcome" is grammatically correct and I agree.  It is a contraction of "you are welcome," which is grammatically correct.  However, I've always said, "you welcome," which I felt comfortable with probably because I've always heard it said that way.  I wasn't sure if it was a dialectal thing or like a commonly used idiomatic expression but it doesn't make grammatical sense because it doesn't have a verb.  Yet, I do hear it said and I suppose I should stay away from it from here on. 
from Week 5 Questions and Graded Discussion
Jul 21, 2025 3:15PM
Earle Oda
3. Specify a grammatical principle that you believe you follow in your own speech and writing, and whose violation sounds wrong to you in the speech and writing of others. For example, some people feel very strongly about the use of “can” to ask for permission, or the use of “real” as an adverb etc.?
For some reason, I thought about another example that might be more relevant.  I try to follow rules about using comparative and superlative adjectives.  Some are more obvious than others.  Other absolute adjectives are not so obvious and make you wonder.  When others fail to use the respective adjectives when they obviously exist, the violation seems violently wrong to me.  Have you heard people say, "more fast," "more strong," or even "more rude" when they could be saying "faster," "stronger," or "ruder?"  It even happens with superlatives as in "most tasty" or "most red" instead of "tastiest" or "reddest."  Well, I'm sure you've heard people say, "he's the baddest dude."  However, this is more often used as a slang as opposed to an incorrect inflection and has the opposite meaning of the superlative form, "worst."  This is a relatively newly coined word that reflects the evolution of language and possibly changes in the rules. 
from Week 5 Questions and Graded Discussion
Jul 21, 2025 3:24PM
Earle Oda
2. How has studying grammar helped your language learning? How was grammar taught in the classes you’ve taken? Do you believe it was effective? What is the best way to teach grammar?
Honestly, I can't remember much about learning grammar in elementary school. There seemed to be more of an emphasis on phonology, morphemes, vocabulary building, and spelling.  In middle school, I vividly remember a strict English teacher.  She preached grammar from a textbook, which seemed like a miniature Gregg Reference Manual.  I believe it was effective.  It forced us to learn and understand proper and explicit ways of structuring sentences, follow grammatical rules, and have a sense of what's correct and incorrect.  It probably helped me consciously and more fully learn and assimilate what was unconsciously learned in the natural L1 acquisition process.  Understanding rules helped me and gave me more confidence with my writing ability, especially during college when composition skills were put to use.  As an adult, it helped me to mentally structure thoughts into sentences and eventually into speech.  Maybe it's "old school" but I agree with ​Michael Swan that a language has complicated structural features that are difficult to learn and agree with his​ position that it needs to be taught to foreign language learners. All aspects of what makes the English language unique to non-native speakers should be addressed with special attention to challenging peculiarities of the students in the class.  
from Week 5 Questions and Graded Discussion
Jul 21, 2025 4:52PM
Earle Oda
Hi Xiaoyan - that is interesting.  If you replaced the word "know" with "understand," it would probably be correct in the present tense.  As Kayoko-san noted, I think there is a place for memorizing not only grammatical patterns but also certain basic responses like that without the benefit of understanding syntactic or prescriptive structure.  
from Week 5 Questions and Graded Discussion
Jul 21, 2025 5:11PM
Earle Oda
Hi Carolyn - I agree with your point about balance but I also think your response for #3 is an example of how understanding the grammar would help phrase the sentence properly.  It's interesting because for some reason I remember making that choice after breaking up "me" and "my Mom" and seeing that "Me went to the beach" was not correct.  Yet, "I and my Mom" does not sound natural either but "My Mom and her went to the beach" seems more natural than "She and my Mom went to the beach."  Of course, "Her went to the beach" is incorrect.  I can't explain and I could be wrong. I'll bet non-native English speakers have a better grasp of English grammar than many native speakers.  I say that just from the observations I've been doing and seeing what is taught and how it is taught.  From a teaching perspective, I'm realizing how difficult it is to teach English without a better understanding of grammar or why we say things the way we do.  You also make a good point about the difference between L1 and L2 acquisition.  Personally, the balance you speak about has helped me. 
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