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Reply from Earle Oda
Hello.  I am a late addition to this class.
1.What have been your experiences with second language acquisition/learning, either personally or professionally? How successful were you as a language learner?
On a personal level, learning Japanese has been a large part of my upbringing, my education, and my life.  English was my first language but spoken Japanese was all around me, around the house, and in the community.  My parents felt it was important for me and my siblings to learn the language growing up.  Although I resisted most of the ten years of Japanese language school everyday after school, it definitely gave me an advantage as I studied it more intently and intensively in college.  The biggest boost in learning this second language came during three years of study abroad in Japan.  I was immersed in the language and culture.  It was one of the best times of my life and it helped shape my career and the rest of my life. Forty years later, I am rediscovering the joy of second language learning.  I am now a Japanese instructor and am continuing my studies once again. 
 
3. Does the controversy between prescriptive and descriptive grammars have any implications for language teaching?
Yes, there are huge implications.  As Hinkel points out, prescriptive grammars establish the language standard.  He says it can be seen as “guiding principles of language style and standard usage socially accepted as norms of effective communication.”  It dominates what is taught in schools, how we are graded, and what see in academia.  It plays a role in advancement in educational and professional pursuits.  At the same time, he also talks about dialectal, regional, generational, or social challenges with descriptive grammars.  However, he does go on to state that language teachers and learners should be familiar with both types of grammars.  I tend to agree.
I think about the move, “Good Morning Vietnam.”  Robin Williams is teaching descriptive street language to his young students.  Is there value in understanding the grammar, slangs, and dialects used in daily life?  I think so.  Is an English learner proficient in prescriptive grammar able to watch and understand an “R” rated movie?  I think there is a place in pedagogy for being familiar with how a language is used for communication.  I also believe language evolves and therefore prescriptive grammar will and should evolve.  Furthermore, I wonder if our educational system does enough to emphasize proper use of prescriptive syntactic rules.  Without it, the prescriptive grammar will give way to a more rapid evolution.
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