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Assignment: Summary of Four Methods 
Each teaching method is based on a particular vision of understanding the language or the learning process, often using specific techniques and materials used in a set sequence. Each method has a different focus or priority. 
This week you will pick four (4) of the methods we have studied. Give a summary and answer the chart questions. 
SAMPLE
Method: The Silent Way
Summary: 50 to 150 words
The teacher uses silence as a teaching method. Charts rods and pointers are used. The teacher uses gestures to show the students. The teacher is mostly silent. It is based on the methodology that the teacher should be mostly silent. The learners are encouraged to speak and interact. There are three basic principles: The learner needs to discover and create. Learning is made easier by using objects such as rods. Learning is easier when problem solving is involved. 
	Method
	Advantages
	Disadvantages
	Historical Context
	Example
	Role of the teacher

	The Silent Way
	Student centered
	Time Consuming / Possibly boring
	Developed in 1970’s by Caleb Gattegno
	The students take turns tapping out the sentences on the word charts
	Facilitator



Method: AUDIO-LINGUAL METHOD
Summary: The Audio-Lingual Method is sometimes known as the “Michigan Method” and focuses on a variety of conditioning drills using grammatical sentence patterns instead of grammatical rules. It is based on the belief that the target language is acquired by shaping and reinforcing using stimuli to overcome habits of the native language.  It is characterized by actions, pictures, modeling, repetition, cues, dialogues, minimal vocabulary, games, and using the target language communicatively.

	Method
	Advantages
	Disadvantages
	Historical Context
	Example
	Role of the teacher

	Audio-Lingual
	Repetition reinforces grammatical patterns
	Limits creativity and spontaneity
	
Linguist Charles Fries in the 1950s, 1960s
	
Single-slot substitution drill


	Director and model for students



Method: TOTAL PHYSICAL RESPONSE
Summary: The Total Physical Response (TPR) Method is based on research done by James Asher.  It is one of several methods that share the importance of listening comprehension in foreign language instruction and the belief that language learning begins when the learner internalizes an understanding of the target language before speech occurs.  TPR is characterized by modeling, enjoyment of the learning experience, imitation, and emphasis on vocabulary and grammatical structures, physical movement, and use of commands.  

	Method
	Advantages
	Disadvantages
	Historical Context
	Example
	Role of the teacher

	Total Physical Response
	Good for beginner learners
	Not good for advanced or abstract concepts
	Developed by James Asher in the 1960s
	
Stand up. Point to the door. Touch the door.


	Initially, directs student behavior




Method: GRAMMAR TRANSLATION METHOD
Summary: The Grammar Translation Method was first used to teach classical languages like Latin and Greek and later for foreign language literature.  Grammar is learned deductively – students are taught the rules and they apply them. This method is characterized by an emphasis on: vocabulary and grammatical rules, reading comprehension, literary language, translation exercises, composition, and memorization. 

	Method
	Advantages
	Disadvantages
	Historical Context
	Example
	Role of the teacher

	Grammar Translation
	Develops reading and writing skills
	Lacks student to student interaction
	Mid-19th to mid-20th centuries
	
Cognates


	Traditional - authoritarian




Method: THE DIRECT METHOD
Summary: The Direct Method focuses on developing oral and speaking skills through pantomiming, using real-life objects and visual aids, gesturing, acting, interacting, and lots of speech. It is in contrast to grammar-translation and other traditional methods.  It is often used in foreign language teaching.  Emphasis is on using language to communicate vs. learning about the language.  The priority is on using the learners’ target language and not the native language.  Grammar is learned inductively and translation is not allowed.   

	Method
	Advantages
	Disadvantages
	Historical Context
	Example
	Role of the teacher

	The Direct Method
	Improves speaking skills and pronunciation
	Learning grammar inductively could take longer
	Emerged in the 1890s (Berlitz)
	

Dictation

	A partner in the teaching-learning process






