Week 3 Questions and Graded Discussion
Choose two to answer and post your answers in Week 3 forum:
 
1. How can the knowledge of morphology help in teaching ESL/EFL? How can the knowledge of morphology help students in studying English?
 
2. Some words followed by incorrect definitions are listed below:
 
Word                                   Student Definition
Stalemate                           “husband or wife no longer interested”
Effusive                              “able to be merged”
Tenet                                  “ a group of ten singers”
Dermatology                       “a study of derms”
Ingenious                            “not very smart”
Finesse                                 “a female fish”
 
 
Choose three of these incorrect definitions give some possible reasons why the students made the guesses they did. Where you can exemplify by reference to other words or morphemes, giving their meanings, do so.

	
	Possible Reason
	Example by Reference

	Stalemate
	stale = no longer fresh; mate = pair
	soulmate = close partner

	Effusive
	fuse = to join; "-ive" morpheme 
	effuse = to pour out

	Tenet
	ten = 10; quartet - group of four
	tenant = person who holds a lease

	Dermatology
	"-ology" = "study of"
	dermatologist = skin specialist

	Ingenious
	"in" =  can be a bound morpheme negating the word
	invaluable = extemely valuable

	Finesse
	"-esse" can denote a female form
	readiness = state of being ready




3. Find at least three examples in speech or in print of new words or old words used in new ways.

1. Morph – The original meaning comes from changing computer animation images.  Now it is used in general terms to refer to anything that changes (e.g., project ideas).
2. FOMO – “Fear of Missing Out” – I think this is an actual word now.  Even I started using it.  Haha!
3. Text – was always a noun before cell phones came around.  Now it used as a verb (e.g., text me) 
 
First answer due by Wednesday, July 9. Due date for all Week 3 answers and comments is  Sunday, July 13, 2025.



